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= INTRODUCTION 


There are 2.9 million children under the age of 19 in Ontario. They make up a quarter 
of the population and are Ontario’s most important and valuable resource. Focusing on 
children is an investment in the future because a stable society and a strong economy 
ultimately depend on a healthy, well-educated population. 


Since 1995, the Government has taken steps to give Ontario’s children a healthy start 
and a strong education, so that children of all ages and circumstances can develop and 
reach their full potential. Providing opportunities for children is especially important 
in a time when economic success depends increasingly on knowledge, innovation and 
flexibility. From the earliest years, children must be given the chance to develop the 
creativity, skills, adaptability, good health and habits that will enable them to succeed 
in the future. 


Ontario's Children 


Children of different ages and different social and economic circumstances have 
different needs. 


Children between the ages of six and fourteen make up almost one-half of all children. 
The Government’s education reforms have been directed at strengthening the 
educational opportunities open to this group. For older children, the efforts of 
government and the community must focus on the acquisition of skills and selecting 
the best path to higher learning and a permanent place in the workforce. 


The social and economic make-up of families also has been changing over the past two 
decades. For example, the number of single-parent families has been growing faster 
than dual-parent families with children. About 85 per cent of single-parent families in 
Ontario are headed by women. 
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Ontario's Children by Age, 1999 


Total: 2,875,266 


Source: Statistics Canada. 


A Strong Economy Helps Children 


A growing economy, combined with the Government’s reforms to welfare, health and 
education, has helped create the conditions in which children can develop and thrive. 


A strong economy helps children by increasing employment and family income. It also 
opens up more and better opportunities for young people as they make the transition 
from the classroom to the workplace. 


Since 1995, the Government has restructured Ontario’s economic and fiscal framework 
to support economic growth. Taxes have been cut. The deficit has been eliminated. 
Regulatory barriers and red tape have been reduced. The Government has actively 
encouraged investment. 


These policies have paid off. Since September 1995, 701,000 new jobs have been created 
in Ontario. Unemployment has fallen from 8.4 per cent to 5.6 per cent. This growth has 
benefited families and their children. 
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Welfare Reform 


Ontario’s reform of the welfare system over the past five years also has benefited 
children, both directly and indirectly. Ontario Works, the Province’s work-for-welfare 
program, provides people—including parents with children—with the skills, 
confidence and opportunities to return to work. 


Since June 1995, more than 485,000 people have traded dependency for a future of self- 
reliance. 


Children also benefit when parents who have been on welfare begin the process of 
entering or re-entering the labour market. 
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= CURRENT INVESTMENTS IN CHILDREN 


Improving the Quality of Education 


The Government is committed to focusing resources on the child in the classroom, 
improving quality in education, and ensuring accountability for students, parents and 
taxpayers. 


The objective is an education system that promotes success in school, in society and in 
the workplace. To achieve these objectives, the Government has: 


= Created a stronger focus on teaching and learning through a new, more challenging 
curriculum, supported by regular standards-based testing of basic skills. 


= Established a fair student-focused approach to funding based on enrolment and 
student needs, rather than on the tax bases of local communities. 


= Defined, protected and increased classroom spending. 
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Investing in the Education of Ontario's Children 


The Student-Focused Funding Model introduced in 1998-99 established a fair 
approach to funding. 


A new, rigorous curriculum for both elementary and secondary schools. 


A new standard report card to provide parents with a clear understanding of 
how their children are progressing. 


New funding for literacy and math programs. 


Testing in grades 3, 6, 9 and 10 and a commitment to testing every grade to 
ensure a high quality education for students. 


Additional investments in textbooks to support the new curriculum. 


A Charter of Education Rights and Responsibilities which sets expectations 
and outlines rights that students and teachers should enjoy and uphold. 


A new Code of Conduct to ensure that students have a safe and secure 
environment in which to learn. 


A teacher advisor program, beginning in Grade 7, to help students as they 
move to high school. 


Increased funding for Special Education. 


Help for French language students who need to develop greater skill in their 
first language. 


More Principals for rural and small schools. 


Health and Child Development 

A good start in life increases a child’s ability to benefit from other opportunities, such 
as education. Ontario is committed to strengthening the capacity of communities to 
support children in their earliest years. 


To ensure a unified and co-ordinated approach, the Government appointed a Minister 
Responsible for Children, the Honourable Margaret Marland, and established the 


Children’s Secretariat. 


Since 1995, the Government has introduced new health and social service initiatives. 
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Many of these stress early intervention and prevention to ensure that children get the 
right start in life: 


= Healthy Babies, Healthy Children is a successful program focused on children under 
age six who are at risk of physical, cognitive, communicative and/or psychological 
problems. More than 120,000 newborns were screened last year. In 1999-00, program 
spending on this program grew to $67 million annually. 


= The Better Beginnings, Better Futures program is focused on supporting at-risk 
children by providing a wide range of services, including home visiting, child care, 
nutrition programs, parent support, and literacy training. Over 4,000 families have 
already benefited from an investment of $5 million. 


m= The Pre-School Speech and Language Program identifies and treats speech and 
language disorders before children start school. 


@ Over 160,000 children receive at least one nutritious meal each school day through 
the Ontario Breakfast for Learning program. Since September 1996, grants have been 
provided to 1,330 local programs working in partnership with the Canadian Living 
Foundation. 


= In 1999-00, the Government provided $654 million in funding for child welfare 
services. This included an increase of $106 million to address costs related to the 
implementation of child welfare reform. 


= The Government is supporting the development of an Electronic Child Health 
Network (eCHN) to link hospitals, health care professionals and other organizations 
providing maternal, newborn, child and adolescent services. 


m In the 1999 Budget, the Government committed to setting up an Early Years 
Challenge Fund, in 2000-01, to match, dollar for dollar, private and voluntary sector 
contributions to support community-based early child development and parenting 
programs. 


= The Government has funded five demonstration projects in communities across the 
province to foster different approaches to early child development and parenting 
at the community level. The Government also has committed funding for 
community co-ordinators to raise awareness of the early years. 


# An Early Years Task Group was appointed to advise the Government on 
establishing a province-wide network of early child development and parenting 
supports. 
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Strengthening Support for Child Care 
Provincial support for child care plays a key role in enabling parents to work and in 
helping them to balance work and family responsibilities. 


The 1998 Budget announced the creation of the $140 million Ontario Child Care 
Supplement for Working Families to provide assistance to low- and modest-income 
families with children under age seven. The 1999 Budget enhanced the maximum 
monthly benefit from $85 ($1,020 annually) to $91.67 ($1,100 annually) per child to 
eligible families, including working families in which one parent stays at home to care 
for their children under age seven, and families in which parents are attending school 
or participating in training. This enrichment of the supplement committed the 
Government to invest more than $200 million per year on the program. About 220,000 
families with 365,000 children were expected to benefit. 


The Workplace Child Care Tax Incentive gives businesses a 30 per cent tax deduction 
to create on-site child care facilities or improve existing community child care facilities 
for children of working parents. This initiative recognizes the important role that 
employers can play in providing child care. 


As part of welfare reform, the Government assists welfare recipients in making the 
transition to work by assisting Ontario Works participants with child care expenses. 
The Learning, Earning and Parenting Program (LEAP) helps parents on welfare finish 
high school and learn important parenting skills. 


Community Services for Children 


Through the Ministry of Citizenship, Culture and Recreation, the Government has 
invested over $44 million since 1995 to provide children and youth, aged 6 to 18, with 
opportunities for physical fitness and amateur sport. This includes the $5 million 
Ontario Endowment for Youth and Children in Recreation Program, announced in the 
1999 Budget. In addition, the Province has invested more than $4 million over the last 
four years to connect computers in Ontario’s public libraries to the Internet. 


The Government also has put in place measures to improve children’s experience with 
the justice system. 


The number of Supervised Access Sites has been expanded throughout the province. 


ae 10 INVESTING IN ONTARIO’S CHILDREN 


These sites provide safe, child-focused settings for visits between a child and a non- 
custodial parent, allowing children to maintain contact with both parents. The Province 
is implementing 16 child-friendly courts designed to make court facilities less 
threatening by installing closed-circuit TVs, microphones, screens, booster seats and a 
waiting room. This enhances the ability of children to provide the court with a full 
account of their experiences. 


In 1997, the Government implemented Project Turnaround, a strict discipline, secure 
custody facility that emphasizes work/study habits and minimizes free or recreational 
time in order to facilitate behavioural change for young offenders. Based on the success 
of this pilot, the Ministry of Correctional Services has expanded the structured 
programming regimen to all youth centres and detention facilities operated by the 
Province in Ontario. 


The Attorney General established six Youth Justice Committee pilots to handle first- 
time young offenders charged with non-violent offences, such as shoplifting and 
property offences. The goal of the program is to hold young people accountable for 
their behaviour, and to give the community and victims a voice in the justice system. 
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= NEW INITIATIVES 


With the 2000 Ontario Budget, this Government is increasing its commitment to 
children. Ontario will enhance children’s programs for health and development, early 
years and special needs and will provide more opportunities for children in low-income 
families. 


Investing in Child Health and Development 


Through the 2000 Budget, the Government is expanding programming for child health 
and development: 


= $4 million annually will be provided to develop strategic directions addressing 
asthma prevention, education, clinical guidelines, treatment and control. 


# Anadditional $4 million over two years will be provided to accelerate the expansion 
of the Electronic Child Health Network (eCHN), which links hospitals, health care 
professionals and other organizations, bringing the Province’s total contribution to 
the project to $11 million. 


= The provincial eating disorder treatment program will be increased at an annual 
cost of $7 million, to stem the growing problem of eating disorders. The expansion 
will provide treatment services to an additional 5,000 children and adolescents, to 
bring the total served to 7,000. 


= Anew infant hearing screening program will be implemented at an annual cost of 
$7 million, focusing on early intervention and treatment of newborn/infant hearing 
deficiencies. 


# An additional $6 million annually will be provided to extend the Pre-school Speech 
and Language program to extend it to include children over five years of age, but 
not yet attending school. 


= $6 million in annual funding will provide education and training for Level II 
neonatal unit to hospital staff, with the initial phase focusing on training in GTA 
hospitals. 


= The Government will provide $2 million more annually to the Canadian Living 
Foundation to enhance children’s nutrition programs in schools. 
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# Ontario will contribute $6 million over three years to a Community Sport 
Opportunity Fund so that not-for-profit organizations, such as local sports clubs, 
will be able to purchase equipment, field or ice time or rent facilities to encourage 
underprivileged youth aged 6 to 16 to participate in sports. “High-profile” sports 
role models will also share their community leadership skills with these youth. 


Focusing on the Early Years 


The early years of life set the foundation for learning, behaviour and health. The 
Government is moving forward on a number of initiatives. 


® In the fall of 2000, Ontario will launch the Early Years Challenge Fund, as 
committed in the 1999 Budget. This fund will grow to $30 million in 2001-02 and 
will match the contributions of the business, voluntary and charitable sectors to 
support community-based early child development and parenting programs. 


= Early Years awareness activities and good parenting will be supported through the 
development of good child/parenting tools and resources at TVO. 


= Many young children learning to read are benefiting from programs that provide 
specially trained teachers, reading clinics, and reading buddy programs. The 
Government will invest an additional $70 million annually to enhance these 
programs and improve the reading skills of young students from Junior 
Kindergarten to Grade 3. 


# As part of its commitment to quality education in the early elementary grades, the 
Government will provide additional funding of $101 million annually to reduce 
average class sizes in Junior Kindergarten to Grade 3 from 25 to 24 students. 


Helping Children Who Need Special Attention 


All children should have the opportunity to reach their full potential. In this Budget, the 
Government is taking additional measures to open doors for young people with special 
educational requirements. 


= The Government will provide $70 million annually in new special education 
funding. This funding will allow for early interventions, and will expand programs 
for students with speech and language disorders and learning disabilities. It will 
also be invested to increase the number of specialist teachers and professional 
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supports. This funding is in addition to the investment recently announced by the 
Minister of Education and brings the total increase in special education funding to 
$140 million for the next school year. 


# Ontario will provide $4 million to train qualified assessors to test and identify 
young Francophone students with learning disabilities. 


m Through the Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care, the Government is delivering 
on its promise by proposing to extend funding for the medical requirements of 
special needs students to include students in all denominational schools. This will 
eliminate unfair barriers for special needs children seeking a faith-based education. 


Providing More Opportunities for Low-Income Families with Children 


The Government wants to ensure that children’s best interests are supported through 
strengthened work incentives for low-income families. 


Single-parent families face more significant barriers to work than dual-parent families 
because children under age 13 must not be left unattended. 


= To recognize the special circumstances faced by working single parents, the 
Government proposes to introduce a new benefit for single parents as part of the 
Ontario Child Care Supplement for Working Families. This change would increase 
the maximum annual benefit by $210, from $1,100 to $1,310, for each child under 
age seven in single-parent families, effective July 2000. It is expected that the new 
benefit would assist some 63,000 single parents and 77,000 children. See Budget 


yi 


Paper, “Made-For-Ontario Taxes: ‘A New Beginning’” for details. 


= Ontario is prepared to invest up to $50 million over five years as part of a $100 
million challenge to the federal government to join the Province in providing 
additional support for the children of low-income, working single parents. 


m Single parents with disabled children face unique obstacles. In the coming months, 
the Government will look at ways to help these families. 


High effective marginal tax rates are caused by the stacking of benefit reduction (claw- 
back) rates under income transfer programs and associated income tax provisions. The 
federal programs account for the largest share of the effective marginal tax rates faced 
by low-income families with children. By improving incentives to work through lower 
effective marginal tax rates, all families would be better off working. 
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# Ontario calls on the federal government to reduce the high effective marginal tax 
rates faced by low-income families with children. 


Increasing Child Safety 


Enhancing child protection is a priority of the Government. 


# Ontario will establish a $5 million prevention and intervention program that will 
help teachers identify when children, especially in primary years, may be at risk of 
neglect or physical or emotional harm. 


# The Government will provide $10 million annually to pay for counselling and 
therapy to help women and children recover from the effects of domestic violence. 


= The number of Supervised Access Sites also will be increased from 36 to 54 at a cost 
of $2 million per year. 


= Over the next two years, the number of Youth Justice Committee sites will be tripled 
from 6 sites to 18 sites, at an annual cost of $1 million. The Government will provide 
$2 million to enhance programs targeting youth crime and violence. 


# Ontario also will invest $2 million annually for four years to develop and 
implement, in collaboration with Save the Children Canada, local strategies to 
address the problem of child prostitution and rescue kids from the street. 


Strengthening Our Commitment to Children and Youth 


In this Budget, the Government is reinforcing its commitment to invest in the future of 
all children and youth in Ontario. The goal will be to improve their lives and provide 
them with the opportunity to add their voice to building a brighter future. 


# The Government also will establish a Youth Reference Board to provide youth with 
the opportunity to advise the Minister Responsible for Children on youth priorities 
and issues and engage them more directly in the future of their province. 
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= CONCLUSION 


Ontario’s future rests with its children. 


This Government cannot act alone. Federal and municipal governments, local 
communities, the private sector, the voluntary sector, labour and parents must all 
commit their knowledge, time and resources. Sound public investments supported by 
strong partnerships will secure a prosperous future for our children and for Ontario. 
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